
1887  
•  May 25:  Fr. Brogger holds Mass for the Mission Church. 

● Anthony Kohler’s family house was located at 212 S. Main (now the Wagon Wheel). 
● Fr. Brogger lodged here when in town because it had easy access to the railroad. 
● The Kohler Family was influential in arranging the first Masses for Northville residents.  
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1888-1889 
September 21, 1888 

● The Ladies of the Society held a harvest supper fundraiser with proceeds going 
toward purchasing an organ for the church.  

March 8, 1889  

● In honor of St. Patrick's Day, a resident made a donation for the benefit of the Catholic 
church at the residence of W. S. Wilkins.  

July 5, 1889 

● It was noted that Fr. Brogger is succeeding well in building up his church society in 
Northville.  

July 12, 1889 

● St. Mary’s, Northville, was a Mission Church 
under the care of St. Mary’s Parish, of 
Wayne.  For the following 33 years 
(1889-1922), St. Mary’s, of Northville, was 
under the care of St. Mary’s Parish, of 
Milford.  

● The Catholic Parish numbering only 6-8 
families purchased an old Methodist 
church and moved it to North Center 
Street. 

September 6, 1889 

● Father Brogger served St. Mary’s Mission Church in Cabbage Town (Northville) until 
preaching his farewell sermon on this day.   

September 19, 1889  

● Services were held in the Catholic church on Wednesday.  In the future, there will be 
preaching every fourth Sunday by Fr. Hally.  Fr. Hally served until April 1892.  
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1892-1905 
1892 

● Fr. George Clarson was pastor for the next six years, followed by Fr. Thomas Lee. 

● Fr. Thomas Hally, younger brother of previous Pastor James Hally, arrived in 1902. 

June 13, 1902  
● The St. Mary’s Mission Church building which was now in great disrepair and sold to 

Peter Hanson of Mead’s Mills who removed it and converted it into a barn. 
● Masses  were celebrated at various Catholic family homes and buildings for the next 

three years, including Mrs. Ives on W. Dunlap St. and Anthony Kohler’s home, 
boarding, and grocery store, on S. Main (today’s Wagon Wheel).  

October 10, 1902 
● The Catholic Society of Northville held their 1st Annual Catholic Banquet to raise 

money in order to build a new church at a cost of nearly $2,000.  The new location  
has not yet been decided. 

1905 
● Catholic Services are held at Chadwick’s Hall. 
● Father Hally purchased a house for the new church site located on the northeast 

corner of Center and Dunlap streets.  The two front rooms of the frame building were 
used as the Church, while the remainder of the building was occupied by renters.  

● This house was used for 8 years before it was sold and moved to N. Carpenter Street, 
leaving a vacant lot that was sold years later to DTE. 
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1906-1912 
1906 

● Catholic services were held at a house on the corner of Dunlap and Center Streets. 
● Fr. Hally purchased a house which stood on the site of the Edison building.  Visiting 

priests conducted services there. 

November 12, 1912 
● Rev. Dowdle came to Northville, moving the congregation 

three doors down and rented Cattermole Hall. 
● The hall was located at 148 N. Center St. and was originally a 

bowling alley, with the Opera House next door. 
● Today, the location belongs to Town and Country Bike and 

Boards.   
● Catholic services were held here until 1920. 
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1920 

● Rev. LaFevre was assigned to Mission Church, in Northville, in November 1920. 

● He rented and used the Library building on S. Wing Street for a church. 

● This building was later relocated to Mills Race Village.  

	    
1922-2022

100 Years!Celebrating
Northville



1922 
• Northville and Plymouth were made into separate Parishes.  Fr. LeFevere went to Plymouth.  
•  Fr. Joseph Schuler was assigned to Northville in 1922, with Our lady of Victory being 

established as a Parish on that Feast Day, October 7, 1922.   
• The land where the church now stands at Orchard Drive and Thayer Blvd. was purchased.  
• During this times, Masses were celebrated in local homes, such as Alfred Heatley on 

304 Dunlap and the Northville Library building, S. Wing St., (former New School 
Church, that has since been relocated to Mill Race Village).  It is believed that Our 
Lady of Victory Parish’s first mass was celebrated at the Library building and the 
Northville Record references that Christmas Services were indeed held there in 1922. 

• Our Lady of Victory’s first church was a frame building. 
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1922-1967:  First Parish Rectory 

• Fr. Schuler lived on Fairbrook, near Wing Street, until a frame house on Thayer Street 
was purchased for him. 

• Later a brick house, the first permanent rectory, was bought and used until 1967. 
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1923 

● Rev. Joseph Schuler was commissioned the first resident 
Catholic priest of Northville. 

● The present church land was purchased shortly thereafter and 
a frame building erected in spring 1924.  The little white 
church stood for 33 years until the completion of our present 
day church. 

● It was demolished on October 25, 1957, making way for 
additional expansion of the church and facilities that are used 
today.  
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1927-1945 
1927 

● The church property at Dunlap and Center Streets was sold to Detroit Edison. 
● It currently is the Keller Williams Realtor Office.  

1939 
● In 1939, Fr. Schuler was transferred to Guardian Angel, in Detroit. 
● Reverend Lucien Herbert and Reverend Joseph Schramm came to Our Lady of Victory 

Church.  

1942 
● Reverend John Lynch became the resident pastor 

1945 
● Reverend Lorenzo Woods was appointed pastor. 
● By this time the Parish included over 200 families. 
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1952-1956 
1952 

● The first Catholic School was built.  It consisted of four rooms.  
● Later in 1952, Reverend Anthony Heraty was appointed pastor.  
● Felician Sisters from Madonna College taught catechism to the 

parish children until 1952, when the Sisters of St. Dominic came 
to Our Lady of Victory.  

1956 
● When Reverend John Wittstock assumed pastorship in 1956 

there were about 330 families in the Parish. 
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1957 
● The new church and social hall was constructed 

at a cost of $226,000.  

● Pictured below is the new church being built 
next to the old little white church.  It was 
demolished on October 25, 1957.   

● The first official function held in the new church 
was the reception of the Holy Sacrament of 
Confirmation on November 30, 1957.  
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1958:  Current Church 
● The new church was dedicated by Cardinal Edward Mooney on September 30, 1958. 
● By this time, the Parish had over 460 families. 
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1961 
● Additions were made to the convent at a cost of $35,000. 
● Four classrooms and an office were added to the school at a cost of $85,000. 

● The Dominican Sisters left their temporary quarters at St. John’s Seminary and made 
their permanent home at our convent.  
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1967-2005:  Rectory 
1967-72  

● The Rectory was located on the east side of the church. 
● It was used as the Parish Office from 1972-2008. 

1972-2005 
● The Rectory moved to its new location and remained until the current building. 
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1985-2009:  Parish Office 
1985  

● Two new classrooms were added to the school, along with an adjoining structure to 
connect to the church. Shortly thereafter, the church itself underwent a major 
renovation into its current configuration.  

2009 
● Parish offices were moved to the renovated "old school" building. 
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2007:  OLV School 
● OLV students were welcomed into a new multi-level school facility built across the 

street on Orchard Drive.  
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2009 
• The old convent was demolished.  

2022 
● The church today from Thayer Blvd. 
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